Inquiry Told Plastic Agreement '- ffi 
British Firms "Hkimvered Allies . Aided: HMvr 
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Intem-uiional Neios Service staff- Writs? a^eenieiits . wiLh foreign sa i e of certain' plastics - 

«mu ^-V- , . • . j Producers with -no - supervision by - 1 - 

^e-Justice Department. charged ;the United States Government.” Denies Shortage 
yesterday that production oftrans- . Tnese agreements diav e : hot: only f f n ° rta S e 

. p'arentsplastics ifor use in warplanes violated the antitrust Taw but haye • Philadelphia, April 20 ($>) — 

ybad;-b'een .hampered ior years by a .also forced their signers into : a Kohm and Haas Co., Inc., of Phila- 
\yast|.secrat trade and patent pact position opposing the enunciated delphia, declared in a statement to- 
i mVolvmg American, German and foreign policy of this. Government a •* t * 

‘British' interests. Hutchinson presented infoSion day ltS patent agreeme P ts wlth for ‘ I 

• j®his pact, made without' consent showing a far-flung and intricate elgn arms on use. of plastic glass | 
oi* knowledge of the American or, system of patent and trade controls f° r military aircraft were intend- 
B rrtish governments, the depart-; participated in by Rohm & Haas, ed to develop-rather than restrict! 

mept declared,-? covered .The whole and duPont, in ' the United States , ,. ■ 

field'-: of --plastics, development of Imperial Chemical Industries' Ltd’ ~P roductlon - 

-VEWch is?, comparatively new. It in- of Great Britain, and . Rohm & “From time to time we have been 
eluded '.“secret ..patent, pools and Hass, and I. G. Farbeninduslrie, of able to sell or offer surplus produc- 
l cross licenses providing for restrie- Germany. tion to Britain, Russia and'Aus- 

■fionsx on .production, price fixing This agreement he declared, call- tralia.” 


I cross licensessproviding for restric-j 
tions on production, price fixing! 
and elimination of potential com- 
petitors.’.’ 

Disclosure -of the giant trade and 
patent combine was made before the 
Senate Patents Committee toy Walter 
R. Hutchinson, special assistant to 
the Attorney. General. 

-' Since the most’ important plastic 
embraced by the agreement is trans- 
parent shieetirig, “indispensable war 
material - for the production of all 
military hirplanes,” he declared that 
“it is imperative that all restrictive 
patent controls over this produce be 
removed.” , 

Production of. transparent sheet-] 
ing, used for bomber noses, wind 
shields, cockpit 'inclosures and the 
like, is concentrated in the United 
States in the .hands of Rohm & 
Haas - Co., of .Philadelphia, , and E. 
I. duPont .de Nemours Co., Hutchin- 
son said. ' \ , 

This, being the case, he declared, 
“it is in the interests, of the Nation- 
that other individuals and - firms 
have the- patents made available 
to them should they desire to engage 
in production of 'this material.” - 
l Rohm & Haas and DuPont, Hutch- 
' ipson charged, gained control over 
i production of transparent sheeting 
“by illegal methods.” 

“The evidence,” he said, “drives 
home the point that there is ex- 
treme danger to the Nation in allow- 
ing, private individuals .and Con- 


German y.- „ ’ 

This agreement, he declared, call- 



